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WEEK BY WEEK 


Europe Largely Absent 


today who have scarcely heard of Uno and care nothing about 
it. This is one of the potent dangers. It was all very 

in Britain im the pre-war days to be enthusiastic 
about the League of Nations, but the L. of N. to an Italian 


or the taking to one’s self the right to order the world upon the 
basis of revelation, no matter how i ts cClaumed that revelation 
has come about. This new technique is not 2 ncw form of 
toleration, for toleration of mscif is no longer sufficient to 


create the new world. The new technique demands a positive 
perception of the truth of the other person’s position, and 


an attempt to live by that perception as well as by onc’s own. 


i 


6 
ee will only exist when it is grounded in an emotion and an ideal 
M. Bipautt at the conclusion of his address before the —_ that will influence powerful men everywhere. 
Assembly of Uno last week, drew attention in a moving way | 
to the absence of Europe from the deliberations ofthe Assembly. Russian and Catholic 
It was a point made in these notes in our last issue. According This statement raises issues that are often assumed to be 
to the French Foreign Minister thirteen European States very distant from political realities; it raises issues of religion; | 
were unrepresented. There are reasons for this, of course, § and what may be called emotional thinking. This modern 
and it is not to be expected in the aftermath of the war that world of ours requires a new spiritual technique whereby it : 
the new world organization would step off complete in every may live. The Russian statesman no doubt is driven by as 
particular. But it is well to bear in mind that at these first much idealism, no more and no less, as the Catholic statesman; 
meetings of the world organization Europe to a large degree _ but it is highly doubtful if the Russian’s notion of the world 
is missing. Europe will eventually have to be included. ordering of society is the same as the Catholic’s. This is 
That will not be accomplished without difficulty, but the important—infinitely more important than the substance of ) 
greater difficulty will be to enlist the loyalties and imaginations many of the speeches made before Uno—because the Russian 
of the unrepresented peoples of Europe behind the United __ will tend to concentrate power and find power in the institution 
Nations idea. There are tens of millions of people in Europe _that will promote his idea of the ordering of socicty, namely : 
through the influence of the Russian State; the Catholic will 
tend to move towards the catholicity of the Roman Church. 
These are not the conditions for a world federation of nations. 
peasant was but a name, hardly that. That ignorance counted, . A New Technique 
and counted a great deal, in the destruction of the League. We have mentioned the Communist and the Catholic | 
It enabled Mussolini, for instance, to “get away” with quite § —_ because they seem to emphasize the spiritual technique that 
a number of things. is totally out of place in the modern world. Any spiritual 
approach to the world’s problems that rules out the absolute 
Polite Conversation ' @onvictions of other people is bound to fail or result in 
The test that lies before Uno will reside precisely m uncertainty and the possible threat of armed force. In this 
this: whether im the mmagmation of the world x will become =ncw world of ours it is not cnough for the Communist to sit 
one of the vibrating imstitutions of human civilization. The § down with the Catholic, cach one must sce what is funda- 
government of a mation, supported by the idea of the State, mentally wue im the other’s position. This rules out anathema, . 
is such an imstitution, for those who live by #. The political 
question mark of the future is whether Uno will gradually 
become an.imstitution in which ideas and personalities are : 
tested m the same manner as im national governments. There 
ts all the difference im the world between 2 modern diplomatic 
off their parts with an idea to advancement ciscwhecre, amd 2 
world gowermment. A world government will 
power, will attract to itscif men who wish w guide history Crisis im France 
through power. Whether Uno will become such a world The current events in France only emphasize the import- 
govermmcet remains to be scen. But such a gowermment will ance of the maticr. The underlying tension im France is 
mot be created by speeches which om the diplomatic level sccularism—most powerfully organized im the 
are iatle more than pole conversation. Communist Party—and Catholicism, organized m as own 
way. The principles of both these partics deny any form of 
Am Ideal toleration save on the basis of expediency. Their idea of a 
Uno will be created by the mmagmeations of men; and is for ome party to be compicteiy domanant. 
the men of power, that is the comparatively small number of of course, by an ideal of mecr- | 
much wo do with the Ase the Russzams, for = own ideals. The sdcals of 
ase, i thet ical founded mm Uno or any | an outmoded and defunct form of rchgzon, 2: 
Satay is w be im the ecw sperm that sccks 
men are the world others, rather than dommation over others. 


MARTIN LUTHER 
A FOURTH CENTENARY 


By F. H. Amphlett Micklewright, M.A. 


On FEBRUARY 18, 1546, Martin Luther passed away 
after waging some years of war upon the Papacy. The event 
is one which deserves to be recalled with a stress upon the 
importance attaching itself to his fourth centenary. Luther 
had left a remarkable effect upon the life of Europe. As an 


helped in the creation of a new world with fresh problems 
and a strange outlook. At another period of transition, the 
present age looks to Luther as a forerunner whose work was 
done during similar upheavals. Luther was a theologian of 


retamed the marks of his origin. Some writers have atuributed 
to thes fact his tendency to coarseness of language, overlooking 
the fact that Luther was only coarse m moments of dl-temper 


outstanding figure in the events of the Reformation, he had _ 


it 
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as in The Epistle of St. James, Luther had no hesitation in 
rejecting it. 


The sociological views which Luther held were very 
simple; they were over-simplified by the lack of interest 
which Luther showed in politics. All of his main energies 
went into the preaching of his religious faith. The duty of 
the church within society is to provide the spiritual side of 
the contemporary social and political order. Thus arose the 
obscure Lutheran doctrine of “the hallowing of the orders” 
which in ice came to mean that the church stood 
beneath the State and found its duty in imparting a Divine 
affilatus to State activities. This was destined to lead to 
disastrous results in later centuries, particularly in Lutheran 
Germany. | 

Although some modern writers have attempted to portray 
him as a forerunner of Hitler, there is little reason for painting 
Luther in this light. His tirades against Jews were common 
to the Christians of the period and were dictated by ecclesi- 


tion. Although his influence was mainly in Germany and 
Scandinavia, it extended indirectly throughout the Protestant 
countries. He had succeeded in giving to Protestantism a 
warmer contact than a narrow and logical literalism. In some 
respects, he was a forerunner of Kari Barth. At the same 
time, Luther’s teaching and career afford a warning against 
the denial of human reason as of value in religion. Lutheran 
ival or of subsequent critical non-Christian movements. 
His renunciation of the world was derived ultimately 
the asceticism which he had imbibed in his monk’s cell, but 2 
was to lead on to a theology which placed the Church m 
the hands of the State and rendered it i as a factor 
i troubling of the social comscience of 


26 
of the Reformation. His figure is therefore of enduring 
| importance and deserves to be recalled on the occasion of his astical motives; from his own narrow theological viewpoint 
) a ds he was a Christian internationalist. Indeed, Luther’s most 
reak between Luther and the Papacy was the  pjeasant characteristics are to be found in those details which 
result of his reaction to the prevailing ecclesiastical abuses. (it across Fascist ideologies. He was, as Professor A. J. 
For several centuries, the Medizval Church had been slipping (Grant stressed. “a man of faith”. this ettitude 
into carelessness and habits of life scarcely conducive to its key to his character and activities. Germany owed to Luther 
| spiritual claims. The visit of the friar, Tetzel, to Wittenberg the German translation of the Bible for which he was ulti- 
. selling indulgences proved to be the turning point of Luther’s josey responsible; it did much to weave itself into the 
; ; life. His career as a student had been distinguished; in his ,a-keround of common life. He showed genius in his taking 
. 3 search for piety, he had entered the cloister of the strict order ver ‘of the old folk-tunes and in his adaptation of them to 
: of the Augustinians. Discontent at prevailing abuses seems — jurnoses of Protestant hymnology; Luther possessed a great 
to have been working in his mind for some while when, in jove for music which he turned to the services of the German 
: October, 1517, he was confronted with the issues raised by Reformation. He was a devoted husband and father; the 
Tetzel’s visit to the town where he was living. Luther retorted pictures of his family life form a pleasing comment upon 
by nailing his famous 95 Theses to the cathedral door, an character 
battle had spread beyond mere points of scholastic theory pease Ge _- =~ 
: and had come to embrace the whole round of Roman Catholic 
2 practice. Luther had already written several works in defence 
| 2 of his views when, supported by the German princes, he 
! split with both the Papacy and Catholic theology at the same 
: time. Almost in spite of himself, he became the father of 
; Although his position scems to have been congenial 
| enough within his own circles, it is curious to think of Luther 
as as a leader im the whole Reformation movement. He was 
am imtemse conservative, even m matters of theological 
: practice. Although Luther was willing to adopt a certain 
| freedom of approach when i fitted imto his own general 
reformers. ‘To Melanchthon and his colleagues, reason Luther lived at an age of transition and he belongs 
: had led them to regard the Communion asa memorial of the _essentially to his own period. He gathered up the remnants 
death of Christ, a radical view when compared with pre- system then breaking down and sought tw weld it 
vailing teaching. Luther would have none of it, and insisted 
upon a belief m “the real presence” of Christ in the comse- . But he was far too conservative in thought to mect 
crated elements as an cssential of church membership. the needs of the future. Modern Europe was shaped by the : 
; Lutheranism clung two the symbol of the Crucifix when i events of the sixteenth century, yet Luther's own character- 
| was rejected by the rest of Protestant Christendom. Again, jm played a remarkably small part im its final 
too, although widely read, Luther was not a man of funda- Chace again dee 
. if mental culture; his mind was too narrowly conditioned to [NN of Europcan civilization are in the mekting-pot- 
: appreciate the work of Erasmus and the Humanists. Asa Perhaps, on the fourth centenary of his death, the most 
result, his movement tended to live ms own life and to draw valuable lesson that the present can from Luther's 
| 7 its fundamental imspiration from his particularized vision = career is the need for looking two the future and for attempting 
: Springing from German peasant stock, Luther always Mt many important lessons virtuc of common 
: be with regard for the past, will only hamper the 
4 customary m his day. origims are seen much more THE HERI 
7 Clearly im the fact that he was a man of simple faith. Reacting UNITY CHURCH, TORQUAY | 
agamst the Catholic Church, be had found his justification By D. Weedali 
7 m a fash m God through Christ. Even the Bible mseif could Tue Torquay Unitarian congregation is onc of the most 
Human reason was recently founded m the West of England. A Unitarian mecting 
e. ea of Ged alone. Man is justified by hss fash m God and by mo fifties and a house m Rock is im its ttle 
m the achievement of ctcrnal salvation. Bibles of use this carly have | This first congre- 
so fas 2s supports this fath; when fads to give thes support, ts 


27 


JANUARY 26, 1946 


INQUIRER, 


THE 


| 
) 
| 
5 
5) 
1 


: 2 
5.88 at ib if 
32 a 8 i 
Hily 


jay 


Ht 


Criticisms are sometimes made that Unity Churchisin 
: an out of the way situation. The trouble in 1912 was to R. Bartram, Chairman; H. B. Moore, Treasurer; 
1 find a site where the erection of a place of worship was not J. Krecty, Secretary. 
“ forbidden in the title deeds. Stables originally stood on the 
site of the present chapel. CHARLES DICKENS AND UNITARIANISM 
Unity Church, Torquay, has had a live se 
s ministers. The Rev. A. E. O’Connor, 18 ith resounding reputations. And often 
Secretary to Dr. Tail intoxicated by 
it a novelist than as a pre J on his 
ir his long mimisterial c to no for 
and retired to live m of 
Rev. C. W. Townsend, « 
Manchester, as successor 
>and has had tw face tl 2s incor 
i i to be 
it the congregation suffered 
of action of Miss E. C. He 
the commiifice, as 
home and business, the 
was also mstrumental m he 
cause in 1899. 
congregation had always 
the strength of orthodoxy 
ali the more must — 
Liberal Exeter 
must thank Mr. F. Walls 
of the data uscluded m t 
mformanon and on the 
for ms rebuilding 
HIBSBERT HOUSES be demoltshed for 
anes about the distribution of Unitarian and the Town 
Eke to know from Br. were | 
= V_ Hel As usual on the lest Saturday of the mouth “The ingeirer™ 
is a four page 
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PRIZE ESSAY COMPETITION FOR A VOLUME 


OF UNITARIAN PROPAGANDA 


The Publications Committee of the General Assembly of 

the U. & F. C. Churches offers a prize fora MS. for a 

booklet likely to interest the thoughtful citizen in the work 
and worship of our Umitarian & Free Churches. 


RULES 
1. All MSS. should be from 10,000 to 12,000 words in 


2. All MSS. should be sent under a pen name, with 
and address in a sealed envelope. MSS. should be 


name 
either typed double spacing, or clearly hand written, on one 
_ side of the paper. All quotations must be clearly shown. 


| 3. MSS. should reach The Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon 
Square, London, W.C.1, by August 31, 1946. : 


RENNIE.—On January 11, in hospital, after short illness, Agnes Stewart 
Rennie (née on), beloved wife of George M. Rennic: a life-long 


Compton 
worker and supporter of the Church of the Saviour, 


Unitarian Church, 
cS. 
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FOUR SERVICES FOR LONDONERS 


Just the familiar “‘open order” kind of 

Service, arranged by your London ministers, 

° and each conducted by a working London 
minister, chosen almost at random by his 


To be held at fellows. They are planned to be typically 
7.30 p.m. Unitarian acts of ‘‘worship in spirit and in 
on every truth”, and the hope is that all present may 

WEDNESDAY : — feel anew that such worship touches the very 

in heights of' being. Please come to them at 
FEBRUARY UNIVERSITY HALL 
6th, 13th, 20th 


14 GORDON SQUARE, W.C.1 


LONDON DISTRICT & SOUTH-EASTERN 
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY 


THE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
will be held at STAMFORD STREET CHAPEL, on SATURDAY, 
2nd MARCH, 1946, at 2.45 p.m. 3 


Names of nominations to the Council and lay repre- 
sentatives should be in the hands of the Hon. 


D. B. Sczats, 32 Farm Road, London, N-8, by the following 


8th February 

Nominations for hon. officers 8th February 
Names of lay representatives and their deputies 22nd February 
ives of affiliated societies 22nd February 


All orders under this hcadimg must be accompansed by remittance. 
Situations and 20 words 3/6. Each additional lane 1 - 
Discount for series of insertions: 5% on & 10% om 12. 


THE INQUIRER 
Editor 


PER ss 


| 
. 
| ‘ 4. If no entry be deemed worthy of publication, the prize ¢ 
4 will not be awarded. The winning MS. shall become the ¢ 
= ia property of the Publications Committee of the G.A. to use as I 
they deem fit. 
| ia _ §. ‘The adjudicators’ decision shall be final. Nominations for the 6 ives of the 
| i% G. Minna Davis in her own dramatic character sketches: 10s. plus e 
ezpenses, for any performance arranged in aid of Appeal Fund, or any 
EMMANUEL ROAD | h 
OF THE 
[if Rev. H. STEWART CARTER, M., n 
. as Minister of this church will take place on Wednesday, d 
i ROCHDALE UNITARIAN CHURCH.—The committee have under February 6, at 7 p.m. o 
t SS. » Mr. C. S. Butterworth, The charge to the Minister will be given by the Rev. 4 
; "TODMORDEN UNITARIAN CHURCH.— pulpit will become § and that to the congregation . Mortimer Rowe, 
| vacant from March 1, The committee would welcome offers = 
fom Ministers to Supply. Communications to the Mr. B.A., D.D., Secretary of the General Assembly. 
| | Sutcliffe, 27 Heather Walsden, Todmorden. Following the induction service there will be a social A 
. ia \VVANTED.—16mm. Sound Projector, AC, for Youth Club. gathering and public mecting at 8.15 at which PROFESSOR 
> Reasonable for machine condition. State STRATTON preside 
| price to Box No- Ar Tas: 14 Gondon Square, 
SUPERIOR Working Housekeeper wanted for small modern house ADVERTISEMENT RATES 
Two home and salarv. Pun Pace, £8 12s. 6d. Har Pacz, £4 6s. 34. we ar 
. ie Miss K. Cramp, ide, Ficldgate Lanc, Kenilworth. Warwickshir: Calendar Notices: 116 per annum for two lines. Extra limes 7d. cach 
a Barths, Marriages and Deaths: Two limes for 3/-. cach time thereafecr ul 
\VANTED by the copies of the Essex he 
Hall Chant Book by PREPAID RATES di 
ELIABLE W. three. Liberal 
R wages and free time. Daily heip. 
AND CONSCRIPTION”, All letters mast reach the Office 
1 re ip communications must accom panied name addres 
by theministcr, the Rev.G. Adéress : 14 Gergen Square, 
menor of parcets and friends. Scventy ‘Tel: BUS. 7554. Eéiterial: EUS. 2912. 
to rac exvice of Cc. ihe Rev. F. A. 
Mes. Tex and Mr: eve been thanked by the 4 | od with a 
poacy f be organ fand. Ove he been raised—six months ag 


